
ENG 4u-06/07         Personal Narrative Assignment                  Mr. Querbach 

Your Task:  

 Now that we have had some discussion on the role of education, you have an opportunity to relate some of 
your own educational experiences in a personal narrative.   

 You will be asked to choose one of the quotations below and relate it to a personal educational experience 
you have had in your own life.   

 Personal narratives are written much like short stories in that you are basically telling a story about a 
specific experience in your life.   

 The Tips for Writing a Personal Narrative below will guide you through this process. 

Learning Goals:  

 Understand the form and style of a personal narrative 
 Use editing procedures to develop and polis final drafts 
 Apply an individual experience(s) to an external theme/concept (quotation) 

Assignment Expectations: 

 The length of your narrative is up to you, but you should write a minimum of two pages, double spaced, 
Times New Roman - 12 font.  You do not have to type, but a hand-written paper should be about the same 
word length. (500 words or so) 

 Please type the quotation you have chosen at the top of your narrative.   
 At the end of your narrative under the subheading “Quotation Connection,” please provide a short (5-10 

sentences) explanation that outlines how your story relates to the chosen quotation. 

Quotations: 

"I cannot teach anybody anything; I can only make them think." 
- Socrates 
 
"The only kind of learning which significantly influences behavior is self-discovered or self-appropriated 
learning - truth that has been assimilated in experience." 
- Carl Rogers 
 
 "There are two types of education... One should teach us how to make a living, and the other how to live." 
- John Adams 
 
"Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire." 
- William Butler Yeats 
 
"What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to a human soul." 
- Joseph Addison 
 
*An education related quotation of your choice that you have cleared with Mr. Q. 

Deadlines: 

Rough Draft and Peer Editing –   Monday September 19, 2011. 

Final Draft -     Thursday September 22, 2011.  

Evaluation: See the attached rubric for success criteria. 



 Tips for Writing a Personal Narrative 

Purpose and Audience 

Personal narratives allow you to share your life with others allowing them to vicariously experience aspects of your 
own life. Your job as a writer is to put the reader in the midst of the action letting him or her live through an 
experience. Although a great deal of writing in English has a thesis, stories are different. A good story creates a 
dramatic effect, makes us laugh, gives us pleasurable fright, and/or gets us on the edge of our seats. A personal 
narrative has done its job if we can say, "Yes, that captures what living with my father feels like," or "Yes, that’s 
what being cut from the football team felt like." 

 Structure 

There are a variety of ways to structure your narrative story. The three most common structures are: 
chronological, flashback sequence, and reflective mode. Select one that best fits the story you are telling. 

Methods 

Show, Don’t’ Tell 

Don’t tell the reader what he or she is supposed to think or feel. Let the reader see, hear, smell, feel, and taste the 
experience directly, and let the sensory experiences lead him or her to your intended thought or feeling. Showing 
is harder than telling. It’s easier to say, "It was incredibly funny," than to write something that is incredibly funny. 
The rule of "show, don’t tell" means that your job as a storyteller is not to interpret; it’s to select revealing details. 
You’re a sifter, not an explainer. An easy way to accomplish showing and not telling is to avoid the use of "to be" 
verbs. 

Let People Talk 

It’s amazing how much we learn about people from what they say. One way to achieve this is through carefully 
constructed dialogue. Work to create dialogue that allows the characters’ personalities and voices to emerge 
through unique word selection and the use of active rather than passive voice. 

 Choose a Point of View 

Point of view is the perspective from which your story is told. It encompasses where you are in time, how much 
you view the experience emotionally (your tone), and how much you allow yourself into the minds of the 
characters. Most personal narratives are told from the first-person limited point of view. If you venture to 
experiment with other points of view, you may want to discuss them with Mr. Q. as you plan your piece. 

 Tense 

Tense is determined by the structure you select for your narrative. Consider how present vs. past tense might 
influence your message and the overall tone of your piece. 

 Tone 

The tone of your narrative should set up an overall feeling. Look over the subject that you are presenting and think 
of what you are trying to get across. How do you want your audience to feel when they finish your piece? Careful 
word choice can help achieve the appropriate effect. 

 

 



Rubric for Personal Narrative Assignment 

Thinking 
• Stimulating Ideas                   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
• Focuses on a specific event or experience 
• Presents an engaging picture of the action and people involved 
• Contains specific details and dialogue 
• Makes readers want to know what happens next 

 
Communication 
 Logical Organization        1  2  3  4  5 

• Includes a clear beginning that pulls readers into the story 
• Presents ideas in an organized manner 
• Uses transitions to link sentences and paragraphs 
• Flows smoothly from one idea to the next 

 

Engaging Voice         1  2  3  4  5 
• Speaks knowledgably and/or enthusiastically 
• Shows that the writer is truly interested in the story 
• Contains specific nouns, vivid verbs, and colourful language 
• Dialogue is effectively used and makes story 

sound more genuine 
 

Grammar/Conventions        1  2  3  4  5 
• Sentence structure and variety 
• Spelling, punctuation, capitalization 
• Word choice and usage 

 
Application 
Connection to Quotation      1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

• Narratives shows obvious connection to 
selected quotation 

• Explanation of Quotation Connection  
reinforces connection made by narrative 

• Effective use of writing process to enhance the 
quality of the piece. 

 

Total  ________________ 

                          35 



 
 
 

 

 


